
PITKIN TOWN MEETING             August 18th, 2025 at 7:00pm  

Newcomb Community Center     

  

Remote participation via ZOOM please use:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3732819188 Meeting 

ID: 373 281 9188   

                   MINUTES               

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Ed Pianalto called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

Trustees Tom Gibb, Jerra Garetson, and Cory Nasso were present.  Minutes taken by Clerk Stacie 

Busby. 

  

2. Public comments*:  Jesse James made a public comment regarding the NCC, PHCA and trash. 

The park and Kandy’s area trash both need to be dealt with. It’s costing the PHCA $400-$500 

yearly. He would like the counsel to consider that.  

  

3. Town Attorney Report**:   None. 

  

4. For Council Action**:  

 

8-1     Approve meeting minutes: July 21st, 2025 Regular Meeting & July 31st, 2025 Special Meeting 

with Public Hearing 

No one has any corrections for July 21st meeting minutes. Trustee Cory Nasso motions to 

approve minutes as presented. Seconded by Trustee Jerra Garetson. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

8-2    Review Treasurer’s Report.  Discuss and vote to approve August 2025 Disbursements.    

Trustee Tom Gibb has a question about what the OWTS administration fee is – that is 

the $25 fee each homeowner has to pay to file their inspections. 

Mayor Ed Pianalto had a question regarding the cemetery plot sales, did we not have 

any plot sales in June? Only the two recent ones from August, nothing else since I 

took over in June. 

Mayor Ed Pianalto had another question regarding the street maintenance expenses 

and the disbursements for tractor use – are these included in the actual expenses? Yes 

they are. We may need to do a resolution to increase the budget.   

On the disbursements, there were some questions for Jesse Garetson regarding the 

Streets/Ditches reimbursements.  

Motion by Trustee Cory Nasso to approve disbursements as presented. Mayor Ed 

Pianalto seconds. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

8-3     Discuss with possible action on Town Attorney vacancy  

Mayor Ed Pianalto would like us to narrow the candidates down to 2 or 3 and then hold a 

special meeting and invite the candidates one by one and interview them, then hopefully 

decide on one at that time. Trustee Tom Gibb agrees with Mayor Ed Pianalto’s plan. Trustee 

Cory Nasso also agrees with the proposed plan. He saw two candidates that seemed better 

than the rest because they were legal firms rather than just a single practicing person. 
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Trustee Tom Gibb thinks they all seem similar enough that he doesn’t have much of an 

opinion. Mayor Ed Pianalto and Trustee Jerra Garetson shared they’re thoughts on each 

candidate.  

We would like to narrow it down to three candidates: HPWC, WHF and The Gregory Law 

Firm. Clerk will email the candidates and compile list of questions from the Board. Mayor Ed 

Pianalto opened the floor up for public comments. 

Linda Cole made a public comment.  

Marie Rossmiller made a public comment.  

Linda Cole made a public comment. 

Jesse Garetson made a public comment.  

Pete Olsen made a public comment. 

Trustee Cory Nasso wonders if we should use a public forum for this or if an executive session 

would be better. Trustee Jerra Garetson has no problem whether we do it in an open meeting 

or in an executive session. Mayor Ed Pianalto would like to see us do it in a public meeting. 

Motion by Trustee Tom Gibb to set up the meeting with the 3 candidates; Gregory, HPWC and 

WHF. Seconded by Trustee Cory Nasso. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

8-4     Update on Posting of Board of Trustee & Environmental Health Agent vacancy 

No candidates at this time. The EHA position is very simple, minimal paperwork. Mayor Ed 

Pianalto is asking the public to please step up and fill this position. Also, we could use a fifth 

board member – this town relies on volunteers.  

 

8-5      Discuss with possible action: Recommendation from Zoning Board of Adjustments on 

Variance Request for Pat Parker House, 111 County Road 765 for access across town property 

to drive. 

The zoning board listened to this request last week. The homeowners are asking to use a 

sliver of town land to connect between their driveway and the road. It was in a land swap 

from years ago. They’ve already been accessing their property this way for a number of 

years. This is not a request to vacate nor is it a variance, it is quite unique. This is just a 

matter of a few feet, it’s not much. We could pass this but the county could deny it. However, 

the county says they’ll be more likely to approve this if the Board does as well.  

Jesse Garetson made a public comment. 

No other public comments.  

Motion by Jerra Garetson that the ToP send a letter to the Parker’s giving them permission to 

cross the town property to access their home location, which they have historically been 

using. Trustee Tom Gibb thinks we should add that this access has been there for a long time. 

Trustee Jerra Garetson amends her motion to, they should be allowed to continue the way 

they have historically accessed their property. Seconded by Trustee Cory Nasso. Motion 

carried 4-0. 

 

8-6     Discuss with possible action: 2nd Letter for OWTS Inspections due Sept. 15th, but not received  

Mayor Ed Pianalto’s question to the board is, do we want to send a second letter to the 

property’s that have not provided the inspection yet? We may also need to send a different 

letter to those who did their inspections but have not paid their $25 fee yet. Trustee Cory 



Nasso thinks we should send out reminder letters, maybe send certified, include they’ll have 

a $500 fine if they don’t get inspections in on time.  

Public Comment by Jesse Garetson. 

Motion by Trustee Cory Nasso to send certified to the remaining inspections needed. 

Seconded by Trustee Jerra Garetson. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

8-7  Discuss with possible action: Appointment of Brian Freidhoff as Cemetery Board Member as 

recommended by the Cemetery Board. 

Trustee Jerra Garetson is on the Cemetery Board and she says they don’t know too much 

about him, but he’s helped with cemetery clean up before, and he seems enthusiastic and 

he’s young. He’s retired from the military and he lived in Pueblo West. The Cemetery Board 

unanimously agree to put him on the Cemetery Board.  

Public Comment by Sherry Kahanek. 

Motion by Trustee Jerra Garetson to appoint Brian as Cemetery Board Member. Seconded by 

Mayor Ed Pianalto. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

8-8      Update: Schellenberg request regarding VACATE 12TH STREET between block 2 and block 4,     

ALLEY BLOCK 4, ALLEY BLOCK 2, MESA STREET between block 3 and block 4 and block 2. 

Mayor Ed Pianalto told us that the new committee had a productive meeting, Minutes were 

taken by Pete Olsen and have been forwarded on to the Board Members. Basically, there are 

a number of questions that they need legal counsel to answer. Hopefully by September we’ll 

have an attorney on board and we can start working through those questions.  

No action taken.  

 

8-9      Discuss with possible action: Posting of Snow Plowing Request for Proposal 

It’s early, only August, but we might as well start thinking about this now. How much of the 

snow plowing do we want to have to do this coming year. The same as we did last year? 

More or less? Jesse Garetson spoke on the topic – his experience last year was 

disappointment from several families that were not able to get into their homes because of 

the snow. He proposes, if there is a direct address, we plow to their door. Trustee Tom Gibb 

asked what snow plowing this recommendation will add, Jesse Garetson said approximately 

4 blocks. Phil Deutch may be able to help us as well.  

Pete Olsen made a public comment.  

Linda Cole made a public comment.  

Pete Olsen made a public comment.  

No action taken.  

 

5. Updates/Planning/Discussion**:  

  2021 Energy Code - Implementation required by June 1, 2026  

2025 OWTS Updates - Implementation required by June 1, 2026 

2025 Wildfire Resiliency Code – Implementation required by July 1, 2026 

Senate Bill 23-166 established a Wildfire Resiliency Code Board 

Lets start looking at these by September/October 2025. Regarding the Wildfire Resiliency 

Code, in 2023 a bill was passed that implemented the Wildfire resiliency Code Board. It is now 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb23-166


mandated that we implement it by July 1st of next year. This means that outside home materials 

have to be fire resistant and it impacts trees and firewood storage and others. We will have to 

appoint someone to enforce this locally. Let’s address this topic in October. No action taken.  

  

6. Special Additions to the Agenda**  

  None.  

  

7. Reports**:  

• Town Mayor – Ed Pianalto  

• August Mayor/General Manager Meeting 

• Update – Forest Service interest to thin trees and brush in areas adjacent to resident 

properties.  

• Update – Town Hall Grant - it has been extended by 18 months to get the repairs done 

to the crack in the Town Hall. They need a list of deliverables about monthly, Mayor 

Ed Pianalto and Trustee Cory Nasso will be taking care of this project. 

• Proof of Insurance for Variances –  

• Mayor Ed Pianalto received a complaint last week and he forwarded that complaint 

on to the Zoning Board, as that is the appropriate channel. 

• Town Clerk – Stacie Busby – Report on Website Updates and Links 

Mentioned the training videos Sara Gibb reminded me of on the SIPA website. They helped 

us get the website set up. Reminded that I am not a website designer and that part of this 

job is very new to me. Also, I have been made aware of some of the older links that are not 

linking correctly and I am working to get those fixed.  

• Building Inspector – Tom Gibb   

• Zoning Board – Jesse James Garetson- Read approved Zoning Board Minutes at: 

https://townofpitkin.colorado.gov/documents/approved-meeting-minutes   

• Cemetery – Mark Rossmiller     

• Environmental Health – Vacant   

• Streets – Jesse Garetson   

• Ditches – Jesse Garetson   

• Town Hall – Ramon Reed  

• Parks and Rec – Josh Ackerman  

 

9.   Adjourn: Motion to adjourn by Trustee Cory Nasso. Seconded by Trustee Jerra Garetson. Motion 

carried 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:51 pm. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on September 15th at 7:00PM.  Council meetings are scheduled to 
adjourn at 9:00PM. At the council’s discretion agenda item(s) not addressed by this time will be tabled until the next 
regular meeting.  Approved minutes, ordinances, resolutions, agendas, and other Town of Pitkin public notices can be 
found at https://townofpitkin.colorado.gov  

To add an item to the agenda, please submit it in writing to the Town Clerk at thetownofpitkin@gmail.com no later than 
Wednesday at 5pm prior to the regularly scheduled meeting.  Supporting documentation must also be submitted no 
later than 5pm on the Wednesday before the meeting.  

*Public comment to the Board of Trustees is encouraged. Public comments on agenda items will be 

taken by the Mayor before final action on the item is taken. Comments may be limited at the mayor’s 

discretion  
**Any item on the agenda may be subject to an executive session  
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If special accommodation or alternative access is required, please contact the Town Clerk at thetownofpitkin@gmail.com  
or (970)787-0031 at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting  

  


