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PITKIN TOWN MEETING            May 19th 2025 at 7:00pm 

Newcomb Community Center   

 
Remote participation was available via ZOOM 
 

             MINUTES        

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Ed Pianalto called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  

Trustees Ramon Reed, Tom Gibb, and Jerra Garetson were present.  Attorney Clay Buchner was 

present via Zoom.  Minutes taken by Clerk Sara Gibb. 

 

2. Public comments*: No comments 

 

3. Town Attorney Report**:  No report 

 

4. For Council Action**: 

5-1 Approve meeting minutes: April 2nd Special Meeting, April 2nd Board of Health Meeting, 

April 21st Regular Meeting.   

 

 Motion by Trustee Ramon Reed: Approve the minutes of the Board of Health Meeting, 

April 2nd Special Meeting, and April 21st Regular meeting with corrections as suggested.  

Seconded by Trustee Jerra Garetson.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

5-2              Review Treasurer’s Report.  Discuss and vote to approve May 2025 Disbursements.   

 

 Disbursements were discussed. 

 

 Motion by Trustee Jerra Garetson: Approve the May 2025 Disbursements as presented.  

Seconded by Trustee Ramon Reed.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

5-3 Discuss with possible action: Appointing a new Trustee until April 2026 (candidates – 

Suzy Metzler, Cory Nasso) 

 

 Cory Nasso made comments about his desire to serve the Town as Trustee.   

 

 Mayor Ed Pianalto asked Cory Nasso how many terms he served as Trustee.  He 

responded that he has served 2 terms.  Mayor Ed Pianalto asked if Cory has ever been 

recalled from the trustee position.  Mayor Ed Pianalto stated that he would like to ask 

Suzy the same questions, but she is not available to answer questions.  He believes she 

served 13-14 years as a trustee, and knows that she was recalled from her seat.  He 

asked the Town Attorney if a person who has previously been recalled can be appointed, 

or if they must go through the election process.   

 Attorney Clay Buchner stated that there are two different opinions on this.  One states 

that if someone is recalled, they are precluded from fulfilling that seat during the period 
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for which they were elected.  The second opinion is that if someone is recalled, they can 

run for re-election for a different seat or can be appointed to fill that different seat in the 

future.  The person can be appointed to a different seat than the one from which they 

were recalled.  The recalled seat has since been filled and a new seat is open, so yes, this 

person who has been recalled can fill the current vacancy.  

 Mayor Ed Pianalto recalled a conversation in which Trustee Ramon Reed expressed a 

desire for younger people to sit on the Board.  The current average age of Board 

members is 72.  He would like this to be considered.  Cory has served for two previous 

terms.  He is a business owner.  Sales tax from businesses is the majority of our revenue.  

Business representation is needed. He would like to fill this position tonight.   

  

 Suzy Metzler expressed her wish to withdraw (via text). 

  

 Mayor Ed Pianalto asked if the Board has to take a vote at this time since there is only 

one candidate.   

 

 Attorney Buchner stated that the Board is not obligated to appoint the candidate, but 

the Board is able to appoint tonight if they choose.  

 

 Trustee Tom Gibb asked if this could be delayed one month to see if anyone else applies.  

Trustee Jerra Garetson is opposed to delaying.  Mayor Ed Pianalto wants the position 

filled tonight.  

 

 Motion made by Trustee Jerra Garetson: Appoint Cory Nasso to fill the vacant trustee 

position.  Seconded by Mayor Ed Pianalto.   

 Role call vote 

 Trustee Ramon Reed: Abstain 

 Trustee Tom Gibb: Yes 

 Mayor Ed Pianalto: Yes 

 Trustee Jerra Garetson: Yes 

 Cory Nasso will serve as Trustee until the April 2026 election. 

 

 Trustee Jerra Garetson asked Attorney Buchner about abstaining from a vote.  Attorney 

Buchner stated that abstentions are not governed by statute but rather by Roberts rules.  

There is no requirement to give a reason for abstention.   

 

 Trustee Cory Nasso made comments about serving as a trustee and the related 

difficulties.  He would like the Board to work together. 

 

 Trustee Jerra Garetson stated that people who are involved love Pitkin. 

  

 Public comments: Jesse Garetson (2 comments), Jinger Guigley 
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5-4 Discuss with possible action: Special Election details (if required) 

 

 Item tabled – not required 

 

5-5 Discuss with possible action: Approving an IGA with Gunnison County for weed 

management 

  

 Trustee Tom Gibb would like residents to pay attention and let the Board know if noxious 

weeds are spotted in Town.  

 

 Motion by Trustee Cory Nasso: Accept the IGA as presented.  Seconded by Trustee 

Ramon Reed.  Motion carried 4-0.  Trustee Cory Nasso abstained due to not having 

read the IGA. 

 

5. Updates/Planning/Discussion**: 

• Discuss plan to address the following action items (from Board of Trustees/Zoning Board work 

session, previous Trustee meetings) 

o Stop signs – Clerk Sara Gibb did not follow up. Trustee Tom Gibb did – replacing stop 

signs is not an issue.  Placing new stop signs should go through CDOT.  Attorney Clay 

Buchner does not have an answer, but he is familiar with signs being approved through 

road studies.  He doesn’t know if the Board can unilaterally change from a traditional 

stop sign to a flashing stop sign. He will look into this and answer by the next meeting.  

• ADD STOP SIGN motion to next meeting 

• BOARD needs to decide on speed limit sign locations 

 

 

There was discussion about a bid received to assemble and install speed limit signs.  The person who 

submitted the bid owes the Town.  Attorney Buchner stated that the code does not require a person to 

have zero debt with the Town to bid.  The Town needs to decide if this is good practice.  It’s within the 

Town’s authority to give someone a contract if they owe the Town money, but there is some discussion 

and logic that must be considered to determine if this is a good idea.  

There was further discussion about accepting the bid from a person who has an outstanding debt to 

the Town.    

 

Public comments: Jake Schellenberg 

 

Mayor Ed Pianalto would like to discuss OWTS inspections and overdue inspections.  He would like to 

“clean up” the .pdf file.  He would like to put the spreadsheet into an active spreadsheet for easier 

tracking.  He would like to look at the Town records to make sure all of the notes are up-to-date.  He is 

concerned that there are only 23 letter recipients listed on the sheet but the EHA reported 35 letters.  

Mayor Ed Pianalto is willing to redo the spreadsheet.  Trustee Cory Nasso is willing to assist with 

updating the spreadsheet.  Trustee Tom Gibb is in favor of updating the spreadsheet.  
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BOH at June meeting – discuss OWTS inspections. 

 

Public comments: Jesse Garetson 

 

6. Special Additions to the Agenda** 

 

 None 

 

7. Reports**: 

• Town Mayor  – Ed Pianalto – Ditches – Ditches are open as of last week.  Approximately 70 man 

hours were spent opening the ditches.  Special thanks to: Jesse Garetson, Mark Morris, Jake 

Schellenberg, Chad Varnell, Chris Nasso, Starlene Varnell for their efforts. Mag Chloride was 

applied this month.  Roads update. Mayor Ed Pianalto approved two additional loads of gravel 

this past month.  Some of the gravel was used to repair the NCC driveway.  He also authorized 

Ditch Commissioner Jesse James to treat volunteers to lunch on the Town.   

Chad Varnell became NAWT certified so that he can inspect OWTS in town.  A letter came in 

about an obstruction on Town property.  Mayor Ed Pianalto looked at the obstruction and has 

reached out to GCEA on the matter.   

The Town has a required inspection checklist.  The inspector must fill this out and submit it to 

the Town.   

• Town Clerk – Sara Gibb – Clerk Sara Gibb will email a list of outstanding/ongoing items to be 

addressed by the Board of Trustees.  

Please see written report for the following: 

• Building Inspector – Tom Gibb  

• Zoning Board – Ed Pianalto - Read approved Zoning Board Minutes at: 

https://townofpitkin.colorado.gov/documents/approved-meeting-minutes  

• Cemetery – Mark Rossmiller   

• Environmental Health – Vacant  

• Streets – Jesse Garetson  

• Ditches – Jesse Garetson  

• Town Hall – Ramon Reed – the Town Hall repair is in process.  Contracts from the State 

Historical Society must be reviewed/signed by any person/company making repairs.  One 

wedding reception is scheduled in late June.  

• Parks and Rec – Josh Ackerman 

 

9.   Adjourn: Motion to adjourn: Trustee Cory Nasso.  Seconded by Trustee Jerra Garetson.  Motion 

carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:22pm 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June 16th at 7:00PM.  Council meetings are scheduled to adjourn 
at 9:00PM. At the council’s discretion agenda item(s) not addressed by this time will be tabled until the next regular 
meeting.  Approved minutes, ordinances, resolutions, agendas, and other Town of Pitkin public notices can be found at 
https://townofpitkin.colorado.gov 

 

https://townofpitkin.colorado.gov/documents/approved-meeting-minutes
https://townofpitkin.colorado.gov/

